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September 18, 2015 

 
Via Electronic Filing 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Written ex parte presentation, GN Docket No. 14-177 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
Mobile Future respectfully submits to the Commission the attached paper, “Mobilizing America: 
Accelerating Next Generation Wireless Opportunities Everywhere,” written for Mobile Future 
by Jim Kohlenberger, President of JK Strategies and former Chief of Staff in the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy.  The paper examines the power and promise of 5G 
technology and puts forward a comprehensive strategy to “Mobilize America” in order to ensure 
continued U.S. global leadership in the next generation wireless revolution. 
 
While the exact technologies that will enable 5G have yet to be specifically defined, the report 
outlines “The Five G’s of 5G,” which characterize the next generation of wireless:  
 

• Gigabit speeds that enable data rates of 10Gbps or higher; 
• Gigahertz frequencies capable of using spectrum above 6 GHz; 
• Greater flexibility to enable networks to rapidly adapt to a broader range of demands; 
• Gee-whiz gadgets that are connected, intelligent and able to anticipate our needs; and 
• Global competition as 5G leaders drive opportunity and reap its many rewards. 

 
The report emphasizes that as mobile broadband becomes the predominant communications 
platform of our time, and serves as the global backbone expanding Internet of Things, the next 
wireless revolution will need to be about more than blazing fast speeds. There is an urgent need 
for network technology that can support billions of simultaneously connected devices, as well as 
provide quicker reaction times, exceptional network reliability, and the ability to switch between 
spectrum bands and networks without delay.  
 
The report details that a comprehensive strategy to “Mobilize America” must:  
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• Address our nation’s toughest challenges.  Reducing barriers to wireless-led innovation 
can help accelerate breakthrough solutions aimed at achieving major national objectives – 
from reducing greenhouse gas emissions, to improving automobile safety, to 
revolutionizing health care.   
 

• Accelerate access to vital spectrum.  Since it can take as long as seven years to free up a 
single spectrum band, and the U.S. currently has no national plan for identifying 
spectrum beyond 2020, policymakers must develop a long-term strategy for maximizing 
the national benefits that can come from pursuing increasingly scarce spectrum and 
making it available to support rapidly expanding wireless connectivity.   
 

• Lower barriers for mobile innovation and investment.  World-leading wireless networks 
require massive private sector investment—$32 billion last year in the United States 
alone.  Ensuring a policy environment that is consistent and constructive in encouraging 
this formidable competitive advantage for our nation is essential. 
 

• Crank up the R&D innovation engine.  While our global rivals invest billions in 5G 
research, overall U.S. federal spending on research and development as a share of total 
government outlays has fallen from nearly 10 percent during the height of the space race 
in 1968 to just 3 percent in 2015. We must do better. 
 

• Fill the talent pipeline. Creating opportunities for American workers to receive the 
training and education they need to participate in a 5G economy will accelerate job 
growth—and our nation’s wireless innovation leadership. 

 
While 5G networks are unlikely to be deployed in the near future, the paper stresses that the 
global race to lead the world in this next wireless frontier is already well underway.  Swift, bold 
action is required to develop a comprehensive national strategy for ensuring U.S. leadership in 
the transition from 4G to 5G. 
 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via 
ECFS with your office.  Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned with any questions. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  

      /s/ Jonathan Spalter 
      Jonathan Spalter, Chair  
      Mobile Future 
      1325 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 600  
      Washington, D.C. 20004  
      202-756-4154 
      www.mobilefuture.org  
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